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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Happy New Year to all those who follow the arbitrary decision to divide days into the artificial Gregorian calendar!

January 2005 marks three years since Syndicomm Online's first full month in service.  It has seen many growths and changes since then, but, like any good piece of art, and like its members, it remains a work in progress.

When Syndicomm Online exited its open beta test on January 1st, 2001, membership subscriptions were $10/month; now they're $35/year.  There was only one forum; now there are 17.  Notice a trend?

Even this month - January 1st, 2005 - a major operating system upgrade was installed.  Does it ever end?

I hope not!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

System Upgrade
--------------
Syndicomm Online was unavailable for a brief time on January 1st as the service's operating system was upgraded.  Improvements will include new security and spam and virus protection measures.  Watch this space for new features as they become available.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Even the oldest establishments can topple.  Netscape, once the favored web browser, eventually moved aside for Microsoft's Internet Explorer.  But this monopoly is being threatened by a newcomer: Firefox.  Stop by Category 2, Topic 6: Linux to discuss this freely-available, cross-platform web browser, and why people are or aren't using it.  Also visit Category 2, Topic 7: Windows to experience the reception to Windows XP Service Pack 2.

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Someone has a new toy!  In Category 13, Topic 10: Handspring Treo Communicator, we figure out how to use Graffiti with this Handspring device.  Is it even implemented?  Or is a newer transcription software package implemented instead?  Stop by and find out.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Some age-old issues receive modern attention this month in the Mac forum.  In Category 2, Topic 9: Hard to Place Questions, various software and hardware solutions for backing up an OS X machine are discussed.  Local or remote?  FireWire or DVD-R?  Retrospect or Carbon Copy Cloner?  Meanwhile, in Category 11, Topic 4: Electronic Mail, SpamSieve is examined as a solution to the pervasive spam problem.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Programs are busting out all over!  Whether you want words of wisdom in quote-of-the-day format, or want to look up words in an online dictionary, Apple II programmers have the software for you.   In Category 20, visit Topic 11 for programs by Kelvin Sherlock, and Topic 17 for Ryan Suenaga.  Also see Category 50, Topic 5 for announcements regarding monthly programmer chats.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
"Frankly, Scarlet, I don't give a damn."  "I'll be back."  "Whoa."  These lines and more have invaded from the silver screen into our popular culture from films that left indelible marks on the moviegoing mind.  Suggest your favorite movie lines in Category 30, Topic 17: Quotable Quotes.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Issues of flow, focus, audience, and organization are of the utmost importance when developing a writing style.  But it's much easier - and sometimes more fun - to nitpick mechanical issues.  In Category 5, Topic 4: Punctuation, a long-time writer learns the minutia of the proper usage of the comma.  Who'd imagine such a simple device could be so complex?  Stop by and be surprised.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
